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BOOK REVIEWS. 2 I I 

The Statute Railroad Laws of New York, containing the 

General Railroad Law, the General Corporation Law, the 

Stock Corporation Law, the Statutory Construction Law, 

the Rapid Transit Act, the Condemnation Law, &c, with 

Numerous Citations, &c. By George A. Benham, of the 

Troy Bar. Albany, N. Y. : W. C. Little & Co. 1894. 

One of the most striking evidences of the growth and 

development of our country is the number of books that has 

appeared of recent years, dealing with the laws peculiar to 

the larger and wealthier states. In the early years of the 

century, and, indeed, until a quite recent date, such works 

would have gone begging for a publisher, for they could only 

have commanded a very limited clientele. But now they are 

a necessity, since development along different and sometimes 

contradictory lines has rendered the law of one state often 

wholly inapplicable to another; and the accumulated mass 

renders a general work too bulky for handy reference. 

In this volume, however, the author has not wholly con- 
fined himself to the law of his own state ; he has also in- 
cluded the Interstate Commerce Act, and has referred to 
numerous decisions from other states, as well as from Eng- 
land, tending to explain the construction of the New York 
Statutes. This, of course, lends much additional value to the 
book, and redeems it from the accusation of mere provincial- 
ism, which might be successfully urged against some works 
of a similar scope, notably one published some years ago, 
that professed to treat of the subject of mandamus under the 
laws of the same state. 

In scope and execution this book proves an excellent 
development of its author's idea, and compares very favorably 
with other works on the same lines, such as Weimer on Rail- 
roads, to quote the most recent example. Of course, its use- 
fulness is limited by its scope to the state with whose laws it 
deals ; but to the lawyers of that state it is indispensable. 

R. D. S. 

The Federal Income Tax Explained. By John M. Gould 
and George L. Tucker, Authors of " Notes on the United 
States Statutes." Boston: Little, Brown & Co. 1894. 
Whatever may be the outcome of the present contest before 



